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“The over one hundred delegates of the Inter-American Division that participated 
in this program were moved by the need for evangelizing the 10/40 window and are 
prepared to utilize their resources and voice in arguing for this missionary cause. 

“Overwhelmed by the response of  church and community 
members to their voluntary community initiative, the youth have 
returned to their local fields to become catalysts for community 
impact  programs. This  was  indeed  a  program  that  made  us 

proud  to be Seventh-day Adventists  and anxious  to upgrade 
the youth Ministries brand of  the twenty first century.”    

Balvin Braham, Youth Director 
Inter-American Division
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Teammate to Teammate
By Baraka G. Muganda

The “Golden Angels” blessed our hearts with 
their inspiring music

Lunch time!

Prayer time Seminar is full...we’ll make space!

John Ash visiting with the Taipei County 
Governor, Hsi-Wei Chou

It’s time to go touring!

“Xiexie” Thank You

I thank God for the way he led 
and blessed the recently concluded 
2nd World Conference on Youth and 
Community Service which was held 
in Taipei, Taiwan, December 24, 2007 
- January 5, 2008. 

I thank God for the “dream team” 
here at the General Conference 
Youth Ministries Department for 
their creativity and dedication to the 
success of the program.

I thank God for the “on the 
ground” steering planning commit-
tee who made sure everything was 
carried out as planned. You did well. 
You owned the program.

I thank God for the Taiwan County 
Government for welcoming us to Tai-
wan and making us feel comfortable.

I thank God for the World Youth 
Directors, who successfully and 
prayerfully promoted this confer-
ence in their divisions.

I thank God for all the volunteers, 
the 500 service project participants, 
the seminar presenters and every-
one who contributed to the success 
of this conference.

I thank God for Joshua and the 
Golden Angels, who impacted the 
conference with their excellent mu-
sic and singing.

Finally, I thank God for his guid-
ing the Youth Ministries department 
over the past 100 years. 

Parade of Nations

WCYCS delegates participating in the Taipei County Drum Ceremony.

Parade of NationsPathfinder Display
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the medical team

“For the fist time in my 30 year leadership career, I witnessed the awesome power 
of our 20-somethings and 30-somethings unleash their enthusiasm, vision, and 
spirituality on a specific community. Everywhere we turned, we saw them working 
on community and village projects. Hundreds of SDA young people swarmed the 
city and the country side in an effort to serve the needs of Taiwan. I fully believe 
that because of their work, the city of Taipei will never be exactly the same again. 
Loma Linda partnered with the Taiwan 
Adventist Hospital mission team to 
provide medical care to persons with 
severe mental disabilities. It was such a 
blessing.

“And at the nightly meetings, I wish 
everyone could have seen the young 
people’s inspiring use of  visual media to 

make their Division presentations. The 
media presentations were of  the highest 
professional quality. I believe that some 
of  them should be shown at the GC 
in Atlanta in 2010. Dr. Muganda and 
his team did an outstanding job. I was 
honored to be one the speakers for 
the event. More accurately, the young 

people were a greater blessing to me 
than I believe I could have ever been 
to them. Our church should be proud 
of  both the GC Youth Department 
and the thousands of  young people 
belonging to our world church.”

–Dr. Leslie Pollard, Vice-Chancellor 
Loma Linda University,

delegates

devotional and plenary session speakers

seminar 
presenters

M. Finley F. Fordham II E. Simmons
P. Tompkins L. Pollard
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world levels. As you work with your group of Adventurers 
and Pathfinder you will discover that children who love 
what they do, will have a commitment that will last 
forever. Once a Pathfinder always a Pathfinder!

I encourage you and I pray that God 
continue to bless your ministry. 

                                   —Jonatán Tejel

At our recently concluded World Conference on Youth 
and Community Service, in Taipei, Taiwan, one thing was 
clear to me: that people who love what they are doing, will 
climb any mountain, overcome any obstacle, and push the 
limits to reach their objective. 

Every year we have new leaders joining the youth 
department worldwide. Youth leadership is constantly 
changing, and today I would like to send a message to all 
our leaders, and especially to our first-timers. 

As an Adventurer/Pathfinder leader you will, to a very 
great extent, help in the early process of molding and 
shaping the minds [and lives] of many of our youngesters. 
You have begun the process of Christian educating very 
early. It is through the club that many will learn an early 
sense of loyalty to God and the church. It is through 
Adventuring and Pathfindering that many will have their 
first experience of what it is to be compassionate, to love, 
care and share with others. You have begun for many, the 
most exciting adventures that the church will offer them. 

effectively you need to accept each member of the group 
as they are. It is also imperative that we seek God’s 
presence in everything we think and do. 

To be a successful youth ministry worker (that’s what 
you are as a youth leader) you have to love it with a 
passion, love it “more than life itself”. Get to know God. Get 
to know yourself as well as your neighbor. Let me share 
with you a Bible text that help to keep me focused. To me, 
it’s the essence of youth ministry, Matthew 22:35-40.

“One of them, an expert in the law, tested him 
with this question:  36 “Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?”  37 Jesus replied: “’Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’  38 This is the first and 
greatest commandment.  39 And the second is like it: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  40 All the Law and 
the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

I firmly believe that this should be the base for our 
Pathfinder and Adventurer activities, both at the local and 

For you and your group it will be a time of getting to 
know each other, understanding yourselves and those you 
are called to serve. It is not always easy to get to know 
every member of your group in depth and accept them as 
they are. Sometimes it is not even easy to accept ourselves 
as we are! 

While as leaders we will always be fixing mistakes and 
sharpening skills, it is also extremely important that we 
enable the adventurers and pathfinders to be successful, 
give them things to do that will put them in position 
where they can succeed.  In order for the group to function 

The Adventurer/Pathfinder Leader
It is through the club that many will learn an early sense of loyalty to God and the church.

Jonatán Tejel is the World Pathfinder Director. 
He can be reached at TejelJ@gc.adventist.org.

The 3rd World ConferenCe on YouTh 
and CommuniTY ServiCeS 

Summer 2013
Cape Town, South Africa 

coming in five years


